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loved) T now write unto yan, in both 
which I ſtir up your pure Minds by 
wa of remembrance. 
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SERMON 


FF 
Reformation of Manners. 


Fara N 
And with them were the Pro- 
| N of God, belping 1 them. 


"HE Building 1 the en 
Temple, and the great Work 
of Reformation of Manners which 
hath been ſet on foot among us, and 
carried on,, now for the (| pace of Ten 
Years) do hear a conſiderable Reſem- 
blance each to other, in many par- 
ticulars. Had That the Glory of God, 
and the Good: of Mankind the 
Church eſpecially) for it's principal 
, EOS: 80 bath This moſt evidently. : 
A * 3 
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Did That meet with os" 400 Vi- 
olent Oppoſition from the Enemies 
of God and GoodneſsꝰSd hath Th re- 
markably done. Werethere many Ob- 

ſtructions and Difficalties laid in the 
way of that great and neceſſary Un- 
dertaking many Demurs and Delays 
cer it could be accompliſh'd? Who 
will venture to ſay, that this part of 

the Parallel fails > Did the Succeſs or 

Diſappointment of that great De- 

+ fign, carry along with it 4 Preſage 

of Welfare or Miſery, t the Jewiſh 
People 2 Hath not the carrying on 
or ceaſing of your moſt laudable En- 
terprize, the ſame Aſpect upon us? 
Did the, receive great Encoura gement 
from God's Miniſters ? Hath it not 

been ſo with you? With them were 
he Prophets of God, helping them. (Two 
are Inſtanced in by Name; Haggaz 
and Zecharigh, v. I.) And have not 
on (my. Brethren) had 4 lite Aſſi- 
ance in that noble Service, where- 
unto you have devored your ſelves, 
in an evil Day in the Face, and in 
deſpite of manifold Diſcoura gements 2 
You h have not indeed Prophets be 
| : 9 
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Neſermalion of Manners, . © 
the woſt famous Senſe, for your Hel. 
pers; Men immediately called, and 
extraordinarily inſpired : But you 


have had God's faithful Miniſters 
duely called, largely furniſhed for 
their ſacred Service, willingly offer. 
ing themſelves to be your Helpers, 


readily complying with your Calls, 
to guide, excite, admoniſh and en- 


courage you. They have preached 


to you with great Judgement, and 
much Earneſtneſs; They have Pray- 


ed for you with conſtant Vehemency 
and Importunity; They have re- 


joyced with you in your Succeſſes, 


and bleſſed God for them. 
And as in your management of 
this Work you have not been ſerving 


the Ends of a Party, fo neither hath - 
help been Miniſtred to you, by thoſe - 
in the Sacred Office of one Denomi- 


vation only. They who dier d from 


one another, in ſome ſmaller Matters, 


have heartily agreed in doing all they 
could to promote the Succeſs of your 
moſt pious and neceſſary Project of re- 
forming (as far as poſſible) the Manners 


of a corrupt and degenerate Age; 


a2 whoſe 


2 5 
ou : 
3 F 
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| whoſe Impieties, had _ + let 
go on, Without Interruption or Re- 


ſtraint, muſt ſoon! have fill'd ap the 


Meaſure of our Sins, and made us an 
eaſy Prey to thoſe who lie in wait for 
our Neſtruction. and would have tri- 
umphed i in our Ruine. 


It is now my Province by your 


Deſignation) to be your Remembran- 
cer, as to ſome ot thoſe many excellent 
Inſtructions, - which. have been com- 
municated to, you from this Place. I 
will neither palliate, my having been 
ſomewhat averſe to fo toilſome an Un- 
 dertaking, nor Apologize tor my Inca- 
pacity to ſuſtain ſo great a Burthen; 
but chearfully — your Deſire, in 
doing it as well as I can, and expect 
your Pardon that I do it % better; 
For, if the Great God himſelf do, one 
would think Men ſhould not be back- 
ward to accept of a willing Mind. 
The principal Matters, which from 
a great variety.of Texts; and with 
anſwerable Suitableneſs to your. good 
Deſgn, have been difcourſed to you, 
may a think not unaptly) be reduced 
under theſe Five G er) FO | 15 
10 


1 be 2 ” @ ad | 2 | | 
N ee of Manners. 


OT, To conſider the Nature of your 
Work, what it is, and what your 
Societies for it are. | 


your Undertaking, and the Obliga. 


tions that lie upon all, in their ſeveral 


Stations, and according to their vari- 
ous Capacities, to ſubſerve it. 


III. To anſwer the Objections, and 


filence the Cavils, that may be framed, 
or pleaded againſt It. 


IV. To preſs all that are convinced. 
and cſpecially you that are engaged in 
this Matter, to ſet heartily about it, 


and perſevere i in it, whatever Difficul- ' 
des you have met, or may meet with, 


V. To preſent you with a ſummary 
View of thoſe excellent Counſels and 
Directions which have been given you, 
for the better management of your 
maſt neceſſary and vſeful Work ; for 
the ſecuringits Progreſs, and bringing 


1. For 


it to its deſi red Feriection. 


Il. To ſhew the Warrantableneſs of 


"5 


An ex- 
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12 For the 3 of pour Work, m 
WEB rok 0 f Manners; what it u 
and wheat your Oocieties for it are ʒ therdl 
will be zo need, nor is this a prope 
Place for it, to inſiſt largely upon that, 
The World hath had ſeveral printec 
Accouuts of the Riſe, Nature,, Growth! 


ne Progreſs and Succeſs of your Societies. 


bytere- Your Perſons. and Wanagements are 


ot ners 


. the lowing Deſer ption. ha Tt 


K 0 


'.a ©" 


F 2 open to the View of all, Friends o 


and divers Enemies, that think themſelves 88 E 


cern d to enquire about them. The/s 
things are not done in 4 Corver, Att t 


XX. 26. 


I ſuppoſe ſome Light may be give 
into the Matter K's Confolleration, by ' 


1 
© Societies for Reformation of Man. c 
* zers, are voluntary Combinations off 


\ * fit Perſons, to conſult and parſugþn 
proper Meaſures for the putting 4 


ſtop to the Growth of ProphanefWo 
and Immorality, by ele thoſq 1 
who are entangled therein, or preveur 

ting the Infection of others, by theinVe 


A . evil Example. 8 


- 


Reformation of Manners. 17 7 
II ſhall but very briefly hint ander | 
this: Deſeription, the general Cha- 

#Þ&cr of your Societies, Negatively 

reid Poſitively ; ſince the Particulars 
perFhich might have here been ſpoken 

atÞ, will more aptly fall in ro be 

redeated of afterwards. - 


thy L 
5. I. Negatively. 
A? 0 


There is v0 Evil (whatever any 
hay mftakenty ſurmiſe, or maliciouſiy 
Meceſt) defigned by them againſt 
ther Church or State. He muſt be 
rofly ignorant, or ſtrangely perverſe, 
'ho imagines that Societies, whoſe 
ole Buſineſs is doing good, and that 
Vf the beſt Sort, can mean Hurt to 
ny: Your whole Deſign is to pro- 
u. Pote Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy 0 

2 the Holy Ghoſt or which is the See r. 


nme Thing) True, Primitive, Vital, — 


oing Chriſtianity ; the Kingdom of Sernon p. 
eſÞod (and Chriſt) among Men. I 
of Nor is it your Aim at all to »ſ#rp 4 


r entrench upon the Magiſtrate's 
ork or Office, You are not graſp- 
g at Civil Power, or vieing with 
, | . ; i Au f h 9. 


5 SERMON PER, 2 
etherags You: Intend- not to Lori 
it over others, or make your ſel ve 
their Rulers or Judges; no more thai 

Juſt Lot did, who was in the ſamgf, 
Manner upbraided by the wicke 
Sedomites. N. . 
Nor do your Attempts for Re 
formation juſtly expoſe you to. thi 
Cenſure of being BA Bodies, off 
needleſs Medlers in other Mens at 
ters: So indeed, you have bee 
charg'd, and repreſented by ſome 
but without any Ground; foraſmuclY,, 
as it cannot but be every Man's Co | 
cern, his near and great Concern, t 
ſee that the good Laws of his Coun. 
trey be daly executed, and that th” 
Vices which would ruin the whol, 
be by every one diſcountenanced an 
ſuppreſs'd, as much as in him lieti 
Nor are you in any of your A 
thods or. Motions, ſacrificing ta, 0 
contriving for private Revenge, 0 


Self-Intereſt : Nothing but the mo 


wretched Tincharitablean(s coul Ma 
prompt the Minds of any to entelþ 
tain ſuch Thoyghts of you, or ey; 
bolden them to Te. ſuch, . de 


8 
o 
. 


* 


IP 


eee of 11. annerr. Mb 
oncerning you. I am confident none 
ver hath, and 1 hope none ever 
all ſuffer any Thing by ' Means 
f your Societies, On account of an 
vivate Grudge, or Perſonal Diſt 
Injury. And as for Self-Intere 
welten rot, but you may bo] ly 
Fhallenge the World to ſhew, where 
Over any of you got a Feriny by his 
oncern in this Affair; tho' an 
ay be produc'd, who have expend. 
d Pounds on it: Mex r fearing God, 
undd hating Covetoiiſneſs hath wa and 

hope ever will be, your juſt and 
cnonrable Character. But. ä 


"IT pof tively. 


Fron do in and by this Under- 

aking, teſtify a Zeal for the Glory of 

70d, and a juſt and neceſſary Com- Seemy Re. 
paſſion for periſping Sinners. You here- formation 

In follow the Apoſtle's Advice, Jude al n 
N. 22, 23. And of ſome have Com-tharText, 

ion, making 4 Difference: And 

there ſave with » Fear, pulling then 

nt of the Fire. That God may 

de * and Sinners ſaved from 

Ruin 
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Ruin here and hereafter, is the Sn 

ug and Scope of your great and g 
Deſi gn. 

Hereby alſo you declare your bs 
to your Native Land, and the Chart 
of God in it, and your earneſt Dt 

fire to avert thoſe publick Judgment 

which muſt be the neceſſary Conſ: 

quence of raging and unreſtraine; 

Wickedneſs: You prevent (what i 
1 30. you Ties). National Guilt and Cor 
ruption. _ 

You do thetefore unite ixto Sock 

tier, becauſe ſingle Strength is ne 
ſufficient to reſiſt the Torrent of g: 
zerally prevailing Impiety. Sinne 
ſtrengthen — in their Wick 
edneſs, by their Nambers, and | 
there be fem to oppoſe them, the 
reckon the Day their own, and tri 
umph in the Proſpect of an andiſpi 
ted Victory. But now, by entring ind 
to Societies, you become like chf 
Church, terrible E as an A rmy wil 
Banners, Cant. VI. 10. And whel, 
 Wickedmeſs breaks in like a Flood, yl 
lift up a Standard "—_ iu. If ] 
LIX. 19. | "vg re 
oj 


tl 
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ae of Manser 
vou are under the e w 
4 cad Laws in all your 
and do only give a moſs neceſſary Al 
ow ſtance to. the Magiſtrate tor putting 3 
I them in Execution. None ſuffer from 
you, or by your Means, accord ing 
Ito the Di@ates of HY, Fancy or 
Humour: The known and whole Dm 
Lamr of the Land are your Rule, and 
furniſh out to you all vent Meaſares. 
You will not alweys go to the att 
Jof the Law, but you erer go before 
or beyond it. You are Eyes to the 
Magiſtrate, that he may diſcern 
hom he ought to puniſh, that fo 
he may not bear the Sword fm wains 
nor leave it to ruſt in the Scabbard. 
How impoſſible were it for the Ma- 
giſtrate to execute Laws, if there 
none to complain to him of 
Breach of them? And what 
a dloruim Law differ from a 
end one? Who will fear to tranſ- 
= 2 vw which is never 3 | 
ou do always prefer gentler | 
thods, where there is Hope of at- 
aining the deſirable End by them: 
ſeler v ing the Uſe of Severity only for” 


ſuch 


yo 


bf 


71 | 
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 Yach Offenders and Offences as can- 
not be curbed without it. Vour Bu- 
ſineſs is not to vex and grieve Men, 

much lels to hurt and ruin them; but 
to reform and ſave them Tou are 
therefore always tender of their Baſe; 
Safety Reputation, Intereſt, wherever 
ſuch Tenderneſs is conſiſtent with 
tbeir own and the common Welfare: 
Bat in Caſes in which it's otherwiſe, 
(and alas how many are they!) it 
were eruel not to be ſevere. 

All your Severities therefore-are 
Ads of Mercy, either to the Perſons 
e WhO are the Objects of 
them, or to others to whom they 
are Monitory. They have a Ten- 
dency. even to the ſaving Converſion 

of Sinners, and what Texdency they 
have to this bleſſed End you have 
ral, 13. = very well ſhewn from Lake XV: 
They leſſer the Guilt of many of 
thoſe whe. are not wore fully reform d 
by them: And they ſerve for the 
Warning of others, - that they 5 


bear and fear, and do uo more e wic 
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And now methinks Sirs! this brief * 


deſcriptive Character of your Socie- - 


ties, ſhould render them amiable in 
the Eyes of all honeſt unprejudic'd 
Perſons, and make her willing to 
joyn with you in ſo good a Defign, 
and come in to your Helps Which 
brings "WR 


Fr. 75 2 the Nee of 
Jour ee en and the Olligati- | 
Ons that lie pon all, in their ſeveral | 
Stations, and according to their vari- 
ous. Capacities to. ſubſerve it. by 

And here I might ſhe this d iltinctly, | 
as to the ſeveral. Offices and Obige 
tions of Magiſtrates: Miniſters, Parents, 
Heads of Families and Private Perſons 
ſingly conſider d as ſuch. But I Hall 
now only inſiſt upon ſome of the 
common Obligations, which we are 
all of us under, to fubſerve this ex- 
cellent Defi ign, ſo far as we are ca- 
pable. And 12 opening this Obliga- 8 
tion, I do fully aſſert and confirm the 

' Warrantabſeneſs of that Undertaking, 
to the Aſſiſtance and Fri | 
whereof we are obliged. 


5 * . B 
Iz N . 6 
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5 * Lern- be 


der this Head point out to you the 
Obligations we ſtand bound by as 


7 | Calamy 23. 
Howe 35. and as e 


ont As we are Men; We owe this 


1. As an Homage to God, FOR he 
x of « our Being. He hath made Us, 
and not we gur ſelves. Pſal. C. 3. 
We owe him therefore a Tribute of 
Honour, of Praiſe and Service. And 
wherein can we more honour him, 
than by continuing Faithful in his 
Intereſt, and ſetting our ſelves with 
Vigour and Zeal to oppoſe whatever 
evidently contrary thereto? We 
who are the Lord SW orkmanſhip, cer- 
tainly ought to be, and to declare our 
ſelves i, Side, to come forth to the help 
of the Lord, againſt the mighty. Judg. 
V. 23. Shall we deſert fi, from 
whom we have receivꝰ d, and to  whotn 
We awe our All. " What Iriquity have 
ound. in 2 Jer. II. 5. Tea, 
2 "Favour and Kindzeſs have we 
pot receiv'd; and may we not farther 
Paß 


— — —__— K . 
— — — — 
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Tſkall there fore very briefly, un- 


_— 5 Men, as Members of Civil Sootety, | 


8 deformation 7 1 / T5 

expe? from his moſt Gracious Hands ? 

If he then preſcribeus difficult Work, 

let us chearfully ſet about it, and not 

prove our ſelves urgratefi ul an. per- 
| Me. 67 15 | | 
2. Our hearty Eng'gement! in this 
excellent W is a Debt due to the 
uſt Diomt unran Nature. It is 
4 Van! 5 7 llen from his Original 
Excellency. by Sin; and we have all 
Cauſe to take vp the Prophet s Com- 
plaint, The Cr own is fallen from our 
Heads, Wo unto us that we have fun- 
ned. Lam. V „16. vet tho' we are 
Sinners, we are Men ſtill, and retaix, 
or have had reſtor d, ſome Strictures 
of the Divine Image. We are ca pa- 
ble of great and excellent Things, 
both here and hereafter: But Sin bru- 
tifies its Slaves. They therefore who 
are coms to theme 2 5 (Luke XV. 17.) 
ſhould not be caſ till others be ſo 
too; that our Underſtandings and 
; Morats may be convincing Proofs of 
our Hyzanity, and the only Argy- 
ment for it, may not be taken from 
Wiener Shape and Voice. 

B 2 II. A. 
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7 SERMON for the 

n. As we are (fo rs of Civil 

Society, (Subjects of a moſt Gracions 

| Queen, and Fellow-Citizens of no 

mean City.) We in this Way ſeek the 

Good of the Community to which 

we belong; we promote the Peace 

_ and Welfare of the Nation, and the 
55 F oraſmuch as hereby 


E We preſerve the Beauty, Streneth 
and Order of the Body Politick. Righ- 
Feouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin 3 17 
4 Reproach tp any People. Prov. XIV. 
34. Kingdoms and Cities are con- 
fuſed Heaps, diſorderly Ronts, if Vir- 
tne and Piety have 10 Roow, or lit- 
tle Encouragement among them. The Rl 
ſoon become a Scorn and a Prey 
their Enemies. The due Pee orion 
of Good Laws, is to Bodies Politicł. 
what the rig br Temper and Regular 
Motion of the Blood and Spirits is to 
Natural ones. Prevailing Diſorderſ _ 
here, is a' ſore Diſeaſe, and a ſadſ 
«< Omen of e Death. - 


2. . 


Teen of Marg * Taz 1 


2. We E off thefe Juclg _— 


which. might elſe. be pho 7 The 
abounding of Iniquity among a Peo- 
ple, doth Joud]y proclaim that Judg- 
ment is at the Door. Jer. XVII. 7, „ee Mr. 


ming's 


8, 9 40. J 1. God. uſually rechoms 5 rmoa on 
with Publich "HEB Io in this World, chat Text. 


? atlargedif- 


tho he frequently .defers the Jadg-_ e 
ment of particular Sinners to the what is 


wext, And the Reaſon is plain; be- e 


cauſe Nations and incorporate 1 touch d. 


muſt be puniſh'd or rewarded, during 
the preſeut State of Things or not at all. 
The Grave deſtroys alt the Diſtincti- 
ons of Prince-and heaſant, Teacher 
and Scholar, Parent and Child: z breaks 
all Relative Bonds aſander, 155 
leaves us all conſiderable only 
- our ſengle Perſons. The Good or k. 
vil therefore that Societies as ſuch, are 
liable to, can be only in this preſent 
Life. They therefore who endea- 
vour to preſerve them pure and vir- 
tuous, or to recover the decayed 


Spirit of Sobriety and Integrity 
among them, take the beſt Conrſe to 


N erw Divine Favour, and to 


IIkeidoqlo B 3 ward 
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ward off the Blows of God's righ- 
teous Severity, which elſe might. and 
would overtake them. 8 


Ne refit 4 due Res ant to hs 
Nan, Moral, and Political V el- 
ere of Poſterity. He is unworthy to 
be born into the World, who hath 
no Regard to what ſhall befall it, af. 
ter he is gone out of it. Now no- 
thing can ſecure the Felicity of the 
next 2 like the Virtue of the pre · 
ſent. It is uſually vicious Parents 
who enſlave' their poſterity; and 
therefore Princes who graſp at Ar- 
"bitrary Phwer, commonly take it as 
their moſt compendious. and ſure Me- 
thod, to make their Subjects as vile, 
vicious, and” debauch'd as they can. 
Sobriety and the Love of Liberty are 
- Twins that langh and live, Kut and 
die together. Certainly Sirs! One 
of the greateſt Things that we promiſe 
our {elves from your Societies is, That 
by the Bleſſing of God on your En- 


__ deavours, it ſhall be better with Po- 


eric, than it is with us (tho bleſſed 
be God, it is better with us, of late 


1 | Pa — 


* 


Apen than we e Id. habe Ye 


ped for) or hath been (for ſome 9} 
with our. Anceſtors. . : * 


"Ft, 4s Chr: 3 by hebyrity en. 
a in this Work, we approve 
Hut ſelves faithful to him who hath 


- call: ed and choſen us. Chriſt is our 


Head and Captains we are his Sol- 


g diersz, : we were "Liſted into his Service 


by Baptiſos + ; we are under him to 
War againſt the Powers of Darkneſs: iliems 


We muſt therefore give Sin no Quar- “ 
ter in our ſelves or others. The Son 
of God 1 was manife ſte 4 for this Purpoſe, 


Ihbat he might deſtroy the Works of the 
7 J. e. all Sin which is the 


| and Glory with the Saints. It 15 a. 


| 6 in tbeſhar betwixtChrPs ; andSatan. than 


* 


over to the Devil's Quarters, we re- 
Hounce our Baptiſm, and therewith 


Workmanſhip, Image and Offſpring of 


| Satan. If then we help not to ſup- 
. fekte it (what in us lies) we are De- 


erters from Chriſt's Camp, we fly 


our Hope of Mercy from our Judge, 
more dangerous Thing to be Neutral 


moſt of us ſeem to a e Take 
5 4 | heed 


„ 
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eed therefore Sirs, that you unchriſti- 
n not your ſelves, without thinking. of 


it. If you name the Name of Chriſt (to 


any good Purpoſe you um not only 


II. 19.) but do all you can that others 


may do ſo too. AChriſtian as ſuch is to 


be a Reformer; firſtindeed of himſelf, 
but next of others alſo. Nor can he be 
thought a trulyreforz2d Man who isin- 
different whether others beſich or not. 
III. I am next io an wer the Ob- 
jections, and ſilence (what ] can) the 


or pleaded againſt what you do,or.againſt 
ory 4.508 d. 
Men are loath to engage in any, 
even the beſt Works which carry along 
with them au apparent Contradicti- 
on to their former Prejudices, or their 


Intereſt. A cunning Devil and our 
deceit ful Hearte, will never want pe- 
cions Pretences whereby to ſhift off 
neceſſary Day. And one may ever 


the Artifices and Induſtry where- 
with ſome ſet "themſelves to miſre- 


depart from Iniquity your ſelves, (2 Tim. 


4 Cavils ana Excuſes that may be framed, | 


preſent carnal Aﬀetions, or Temporal ||. 


conclude, yqhrs is a good Mart, by | 


preſent both 17 and Zou, ©: 77 Ohj, 
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thou ſhall in any wiſe rebuke thy Neig 
"VE; 17. 
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x 955 1. One of the Wende obey 7 


£ 


land Mg Objections a gain od, 


and your Societies is, That. von are 4 
Campazy af 115 Na and Infor- 
mers : and, no Body that jours with, or 
encourageth you, muſt expect to be 
counted any berter. A formidable AZe- 


gation indeed; bat the beſt of 1 it is, 


TN is no Truth in it: For, 


Fol. 1 Tho? we are e erblicken to 


be Buſy Bodies. (1 Pet. IV. 15.) Vet, 
we are no lefs forbidden to 5 Cains, 


tho' we muſt not needlefly intrude in- 


to the Affairs of others, yet neither 


muſt we operlook their Neceflities, or 
negle& to contribute whar 3 in us lies, 

90 the common Welfare. Thon ſhalt 014fetd 

not hate thy Brother in hate Heart, 62. 

5— . 


bour, ant not Lg 9. 1 ur bio. Lev. Freks 41. 
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255. bal we e800 re no Agens for 
e who endated all manner of Re- 
12 nd that moſt — for 

, AR. 4 W 11 11197 - Our 
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3 EAMTS MATE TY ay THIN F* = Os, 
bur Sakes. Chriſt endured the Croſs, 
And ſhall we think much to be flaut- 
* 2 7 . 13 ® \ | U 

ed at, fot his Sake, ànd in his Cauſe? 


3. As. to the Brand of being J. 
Formers, by which ſome. will go about 
to weaken, your Hands, and fruſtrate 
Four End eavours; a little ſober 
Thought will ſoon, diſperſe all the 
Venom of ſuch Suggeſtions. Inf rn. 
{0 ere there hi ive been among us in this 
Ss Nation; than whom ziler Wretche: 
naerver trod upon Earth in any Chri 
, ſtian Counti y. But hat made then 
ſo d Their love of Lare their En 
mity to the leaſt Signs or Appearf 
ances of Hel inet, their Readineſs to 
ae run into all el iflaving Meaſur 08, thei 
open and re peated Perjuries, anc 
© © their profligat Lives; to which. wi 
may add, (as ti 2 many of them) theif 
infamous Deai hs, their Sin findin 
them out, and the Jaſtice of Goc 
overtaking then 1 in the moſt exem 
plary Manner, t hat they were hung 
up as, in Chains, or, Warnings to lat 
Poſterity. What did they uſually 
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) 
and loy al Subjects were met toge- / 


ther to pray and hear God's Word; 

ond this was then thought by ſome | 
BC rrme enongſi to expoſe thoſe who 
| were guilty of it, to the Treatment 


Land Company of the worſt of Malefa- 
ort. But my Brethren, ſince your v 
Societies were erected, the Word 38. 
eee hath chang'd its Significati- ered 
on ; and of an Infamous, is become kapern 37 
an Honourable Term.“ Fou inform 


againſt nothing but Vice: Tou ex- 


I poſe none to any but deſerved Pu- 
n niſhment; deſerved in the Eye of the 


Law, and deſerved by the Teſtimony 


Jof the Offender's ow n onſcience. You 
punch not Opinions or Modes of Nor- 
I ip, but groſs Immoralities, and the 


Violation of juſt and good Laws: 
And therefore you may boldly ſay, 


; I this be to be vile, we will be yet'more 


vile, 2 Sam. VI. 22. Tho” indeed 
there's no Fear of that ʒ your Work 
is honourable and glorious, and (if 


done firicerely) ſhall be attended with 
Janſwerable Accept ante and Reward, 
e from God himſelf. 


053 2, 


4 SERMON fr the 


R WT i; But oon ay be as 4 Jy: 
ſay, if we be for wardin ſuch a Wor 
as this, we Hall be counted ſingular 
few Ceſpecially of any Rank or Fi 
Bare in the * orld) engaging in it. 


Sol. 1. This is but the n Ob 

HET Fee which was made againſt or 

bpbleſſed Lord himſelf. © Have any o 

8 .  #he Phariſces or Rulers believed on hin 
| John VII. 48. 


3474, The Example ado great Ones 7 
no Warrant for our deſerting Chriſt 
and his Iutereſt. 


3. They who. do as «the moſt, * \ 
ne as the moſt; and that will by z 
en ill enongie- r oe 


2 * 


4. But the. Fast 1 in Cale 
preſent Caſe, is not true. Our 
Princes, Parliaments, Biſhops, Judges, 
| beſides innumerable Perſons of Ran 
and Figure, (tho lower than thoſe 
44 mention d) have given theit 


8 Approbation to the Work 
Jou 


„ wt ted wm of 
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reren 
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T you are engaged in, and have com- 
5 mended it to the World as a good 
an Work. Some of the moſt — — 
Fil Rank in the National Church, have 
t. Ipreach'd to you on theſe Occaſions. 

he Judges have recommended the 


Ott Cre of it in their ſeveral. Circnits; 


OU 
0 
2 


ſo that you have all the Authority o 
the Law and Government on your Side. 


Doors, and can be made by none 

but ſuch as are diſpos'd to e any 

ching, how abſurd or falſe ee 

ru that abe may not cem to ſay no- 
thing. 


u 05.3 3. But there are ſome who 
bel are apt to ſnarle at every body that 

is better than themſelves, and cavil 
Jat every thing that hath. the leaſt 
ne Appearance of Good: Theſe charge 
* . your Methods of Reformation with 
1 Injuſtice, and ſay, that to inform and 
puniſh Immoralities is not 10 do as 


8 yon would be done by, and traduce your 
I combining into Sockerter as an da | | 
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This lea therefore is evidently out of n 


ae SERMON: for the 
Sol. Such Cavi ers deſe rve bole! BY 
Anſwer: But in ſhort ; 7% doing tofje 
others whatſoever i we wonld that theyſhy, 
fronld do unte ut, can never be taken, 
as the nnivenſal Rule of Juſtice, with- It 
aut ſome Explicat ion aud Limitation. r. 
It is certainly the beſt Rule in the 
World for our Direction, Where theo, 
Matter in douluful, and we are honeſt lar 
ed impartial in our Deſires to be Ihe 
. reſolved how we ought to behave, fei 
| what we ought. to do. But by a per-þ,, 
verſe Interpretation it may be made ae 
Cover and Pretence for the greateſt 


Villanies: 4s for Inſtance; If I would e 
; have another debauch me by Drink; 
-of Senſual Impurities, doth it follow 


that I may ſerve him ſo? Hoc Ithacus F 
| velit, Gec. All the Liberti nes about . 
Town would ſoon make this their I. 
Rule, if they might be. allow'd it lan 
with ſo abſurd an Interpretation. IR 
Further, your Methods are not 50 
only juſt but Lind; as tending to the 
good of the Offenders themſelves, and 
.ofthePublick; as hath been abundant- Iz; 
ly prov'd in divers of the Sermonsyall I 
Have heard in this Place and elſe- 4% 
where. Again, 


Nefonmi tion of Manners. . 37 
no A5 ain, where all that is done, is | 
tout rhe Regular Execution of T 
bey har approve themſelves to every 
Fg an's Conſcience; there is no Fear 

e injuſtice, or. of any ones ſuffering” 
— rongfully. | 
be Nor can your Combination into Shower 37 
heþocieties/be-Idoked upon as unwar- a 
eſt ſantable or illegal; ef pecially, after ute ad 

he publicl Colinbenence, it hath re-#" 4 
e, eived. Surely, had it been contrary | 
r. o our khown Laws, ſo many Lear® oo 
bed in that Profeſſion, and famous 
et even beyond many of their Prede- 
Id eſſors) for their Integrity, would 
ever have given their open and re- 
> pt ated ey" in Favour of It; 
14 J | 
ol 6 05 1 But there is a Abra, 
Text of Scripture that perfectly thwarts 4 
it. and overthrows both your Deſign f 
Reformation, and all the Methods | 
you take in the Management of it. | 
le Prov. IX. 78. He that re rover a Scor- 8 
ner getteth to himſelf ſhame, and he 
bet rebnkerh 4 wicked Mas getteth 
Him ſelf à blot. 2 not a Scorner 
ins e hate Wer J F Jon ure ford f 


n Shame, 


ä 


a CEN ALON che 


" Shame, and-4 Blot; and Hatred, (ſay 
theſe Objections) be doing; we think 
it better to be. quiet, and not bring 
needleſs Reproach "ou tk Will pal 
our ſelvess. 


Sol. This Objection 3 been 
fully anſwer d by the Reverend Mr. 

12 „ in a jult Diſcourſe from 
the Words on which it is faſten d. 

In ſhort, Verbal! Reproafs are not to 
be thrown away on hardenedScormers 
Pearls are not to be caſt before Swine. ] 
Mat. VII. 6. But it doth: not thence] © 
follow, that zhe Rod ic not for thel 4 
Back of Fools. Prov. XXVI. 3. Or 
that Legal Puniſhments may not beſte 
inflicted on thoſe who are deat to theſ p. 
wiſeſt Inſtru#ions, and moſt earneſt] B. 
Perſwaſrons ʒ or that others. may not] Fj 
be reſcued from their Ifeckion, nor] + 
they hindered from Spreading; then t 
Hy: - Si „3 


Oh. 5, 1 engages in ſuchſ 
Werk muſt expect to meet with] 
ns Oppoſition, which we know no“ 
OI why.we ſhould. . . da 

elves 
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| farves* to. We think it ert to fi 7 5 


| THY, and enjoy our ſelves in à quiet 
kl Rerirement: Nay. further, the Ma- 
agg lice and Obſtinacy of Men is ſuch, 
on that we know not but it may be 015 

| Rain, we may loſe our Trade, it 
may coſt us our very Lives (as it hath 
done one, (4) if not ore) lince your, 
| Ong, Socſeties were ſet up. 


Nl Dr! 


more dif cult the Work (lo long as 


ed gbriont is our engaging in it. A 

Christian otight to Be à Man of Cour- 
ace and Reſolution, not to flee when no 
Man pm meth. Prov. XX VIII 1. Nor 


Prov. XXVI. 13. No nor to turn his 
„ W real in ag 18 moſt e 
Ing. 
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el 56 800 ww 
aud willing to carty thro? all Difficult 
ries, and Preferve vs in af Dangers. 

ch How 9147 go we think of the % 


th % Gf f we je, not Thus of him? 
= Runs) WO ; E* | 3. This 


ves 


Sol. 17 all this I aner: * 1. The 
it is evidently a god Work) the mote 


0 to fay, here 7 15.4 Lion i In the Street. 
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| F Redemption. IF. our 
ON 55 1 5 ſe it was a Wark;attend- 
— 46. ed with Difficulty and Danger ? 
Pomiret3 


a er ge chow joſe thy. Ted, 
Fd. 48. ny” "thy 4. 00 will not Accept aner 


e 
= vith,. God, Uſefulzeſs, to Men, and] 
1 | H , oft, make thee N 
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E The! 6. 1 wercould 155 FAY they 
'who have cngagd in this Work. o 
eformation, had done any greet] + 
Matters in it, that their Endeavour « 
had met with any conſiderable Succeſs,| - 
erhaps we might joyn with them: 
But pray mat have they done? Are] 
| ON they: not {till where they Sy Their 
In 541 reempts not onl Y Fruſtrated, but de-. 
4 Sabbaths profaned, Play--- 
Aller frequented, the Voice off | 
SIT x - _ Swearingh \ 


3 


8 


" Refirmati of- 145 ert. 
19 Ee and Curſi ing heard! in our / 
ally Streets? And to what Purpoſe is ĩt then 


inſt to ſtrive thus Nite againſt: the 
nſel Stream? 


| 4 0 1 = * 0 05 % 4 ; TI. 

AN. + $7 5 \ a 
Sl. To chis 1 enſivet. 1. Day is 
rit| ours, Succkſ $ GddgO on MN - 

OHr — l 14 C f fi — 7 7 f 1142 "fo Io SIP IT 1 5 


nd. . Whatever of Truth werner in 
3 the Objection, deſerves to be ſeriouſly 
laid to Heart, and deeply lamented. 
It is: great Cauſe of Monrning and 
| Humiliation that ſusb a Seaſon as we 
nd] have had for remed ping publick Exils, 
ant .hath paſſed: ang. "RG 20. Vee _ 
Jie Efe. 500 1 co 
pag ao hd | 
e Let it not ho layed, tho al 
hach not been done that might have 
been oper far, yet famething.yea match. 
hath: Drunkenneſs, Sabbath · break - 
ing, -prafanc-Swearing have receiv'd 
a ende Chech within the Walls 
2 47 » Ping, as ym Nar- 
r, and our Dai , bſervation 
e eine Nen 
Vt. Me ur Forward neſs hath exciteil 
Othrrs, Taur 1 . — provoſ d 1 
un 


+. '% | 8 


3 4 RMO „„ 

\ both in the Countrey, in the Neigh-|, 
bouring Kingdoms, rhe even in re. 5 
Luer Forreign * THIS 9 br 


C 


5: It is yet to be 1 chat wore 4, 

may, and will be done, in _ grateful 7 

Return to God for his late eminent 
Appearances on our Behalf; his ſub- 
a doth loud- 

- 1y beſpeak our utmoſt: Endeavour to 

3 ſuppreſs hir Exemies at Home. 
Aud on this Occaſion, give me 

leave to beſpeak your ur moſt reſolute 

Er deavours for a further Reſtraint of |; 

the open abominalle profanation of the || 

Lord's Day, in the out. parts of the 
City, whereof 1 have often been a 
grieved Spectator. How: a 

Shops are there open on that Buy? 

Ho w full are our Streets of Wande. 

ers, Gazers, and licentious Sporters? |, 
As if there were neither Law ior A | 

giftrate without your Walls. * 

What you can do, or — any 

Thy againſt: thoſe Nurſeries of all 
Manner © Wickedzeſs, the Play- 
houſes, I know not: But till = 

receive 12 „ » 

1 Feat 


* 

2 3.9  Rifemetian . 
5b. Godlineſs, or even an external 
* " [Reformation and Morality; will make 

Put ſſom Advances among us. 
And there are alſo a Sort of Us- 
14 der faors for Vice and I ewdneſs, that 
by think deſerve more Notice:than is 

commonly taken of them; thoſe Imean 
b who and} in the Corners of our Streets, 
b. debauching our Youth by their lewd 
Songs. .. If the better; Sort of People 
cave, off Catechiſing and fnging of 
[Pſalms in their Families, and theſe 


in ill the Minds of our < hi:dren with 
the Devil's Leſſans,.1 ſay, God be 


I ſadly apprehend the next #:Gerernti- 
on will not be zuch better than the 


reſent 3 which yet is one of the chief 
Bleſſings we promiſe our ſelves from 


£ your Societies. 


againſt \ your Proceedings; | ſbal} 
wave the ret, that I may have a lis- 
tle Room for what remains, to be 


biated, rather than ane :fted on. 
Cc 3 17. To 


wretched Creatures are ſuffer'd to 


werciful. to London and England / But 


Having conſider d theſe; which I. 
take to be the principal Objections 
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4 A. To pertunde thoſe who tht? 
yet kept back chat they would engage JE 

Ind this god Work, and thoſe who 

have — Views t0 this' Plongh not 
_ tolook back, whatever L e they 
eu 7 'or 4 veel, with. 8 9 
—_— ee 1. ond re the Wick il 
x ee Gals, and be will be with jou in it. 
= "tp J. None are againſt you in) this Work 
Calamy 3 2. but Satan and his Adherents: : if Gadl“ 
Kabine by for ur, amd wit h ur, who can be againſt] 
Fr duit ur? Rom 8. 3 1 If any be⸗ it mat⸗ 

39- ters not who'or what they are. 

Pomfret . A\ \ 114 :, Wh 1 Mt” ).T% wy; ** 5 
8 2. e . are Tasten  thel « 
Glapets blefſedsDefeerbf Ib Lord JefubChrif « 


Fee. vr Head of the ddivino Kingdom iu this 
Sheffield World. 14:2 100 We: YOTS: 5 EY N | 

31. | o 517515 „ 
Galpine per 3. Tf yo 1 Hogg. engage FA 4 Had 
. manage A5 Serre as this) © you are 
” | heir under ihe Condit, 1 


and BH ef Cds bol, Hirt“ And 
all your Succeſſos are from him, no 
lefs than from the Father and the 
A Th us 7 are workers . 
| wi 


5 | |: "2 


frmutios 5 „ e * 
Lee c mM: . Concufein 
b 8 Is 1g to the Fur- 55 


a 
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4 Hence it follows, that the Work rs Pomfret43- 

cyl, on are envae 2d in is "ery honourable, Sheffield44. | 

 IWhar* greater Honour Tf be put on - FO ws: 
finfol Wera than to be Workers with 

ir] G4 for tis Glory. "and the God df 

1. Mankind? Jou are puhlick Bleſſings, 

Sy and therefore all that value the com- 

704 mon Welfare, cannot but e ſteem | 

"ſel highly, 1 in Lbve for our Work's e Harz 

"1* ad think” and I —_— of "yOu; 


the 6 PENA: the Wikdoth of your or 
f vie, the Fervency of your Pray- 
r scers, and the Generoſity and N 
*'of r 1 
| CR; N 783898 | 
OI Herein you. are Mie to 5 
Marifir fe, rn not only ſubordinate, ' 


of fee erg the exellent Mr. How 
no leſs  ingeniouſly than ſolidly 2 
weve, P. ii And if any of us 00 

* giving what Aſſiſtance we poſſibly 
C 4 „can 
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Sonden 6. In devoting your ſelves to this] of 
33. Hex vice, you imitate the be Examples. 
The bleſſed Redeemer of the Morld, ] 
who went abaut doing good. Acts X. 28. an 
| The holy Angels,who. are all miniſtring 
bw: Spirits ſent forth to miniſter for the 2 
3 Good of them who ſhall be Heirs of Sal-] ſh. 
= gation. Heb. 1. 14. The eminent | th 
Princes and Prophets of the old Te- 
1 ſtament; David, Jofah, Nehemiah, 
| &c. . Elijab, Jeremiah,” and thoſe the 
Text refers to. John the. Baptiſt, who 
wat 4 burning. and 4 ſhining Light. 
Jobs V. 35. And the Apofiles,. and | 
Primitive Chriſtians. "Being therefor: 
compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud 
f Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every 


35 1 6 


» 


= Weight, and run with Patience the Race | 
* which is ſet before us. Heb. XII. 1. = 
F. The Neglect of ſuch Work as 
this, betrayeth unnatural Selfiſpneſs, | 


4 


| Reformation of "+ AY | 97 
h 1 whereof hath beemCaluny 11. 
ii 'd to you from Gen. IV. 
6 if ſuch Neglect proceed (as 

0 ; een, doth from Cowardice) 

it draws on miſerable Conſequences, 

both with Relation to the Perfons ſo 

15 offending, and to the Community. 12 


t| 8. The Zeal Das Erduſtry of Satan Pomfruxs. 
B. | and bis Inſtruments, for carrying on 
g | quite contrary: Deſcens, and attain!9 
he 854. directly oppoſete to your good ones, 
. ſhould animate and excite you. Shal? 
:t \ they be more zealous to corrupt and 
e- lefhry, than you to reform and ſave? 
„F [Shall the FeFors of Hell compaſs Sea 
ae ſand Land to make Proſelites, and 

ou who plead the Canſe of of Heaven, be 
. flothful, timerous and negligent 3 2 


9. They are FW ul . and * 
505 which you ſet — ſelves to ſe per. A 
Deeds contrary to God, to his glo- 
rious Periections,and moralGovern- 
ment. Deeds deſtructive to the Sin- 

ner whoſe they are, hurtful and miſ- 
as chie vous to others, whether you re- 


$4 wats their natural Tendency, or their 
Fl | c mo- 


* 


3 
” 
* 


moral Influence. Oue Sinner deſtroyeth) | 
much good. Eccl. IX. 18. What Ruin 
then muſt Multituder of harden d 
Sinners bring upon a Land, where 
they are ſuffer d to run Riot uncon- | 
trolled 2 7 


— 10. Conſider what would be the pro-. 
„ able, nay in 4 Manner certain conſe. | * 
quence, if pon ſbould now faint in, or |< 

deſiſt from your ſo long, and advanta- |! 
giouſiy continued Endeavours for Re- 
formation. Vice would grow rampant, 

God would withdraw, there would 

be litile Hope or Likelyhood'of ſuch al 

Work being ever again ſet on Foot I 
gamongſt us, and even leſs of any con- 

© fiderable Succeſs, if it ſhould. Net 2 4 

11. Conſider the Seaſonableneſs of |. 
your now engaging with'freſh Vigour in 7 
\ th bleſſed Work. This was livelily( 
= _ repreſented to you, and cloſely urg'd for 
= npon you, on Occaſion of the Peace 
; | of Ryſwick, by the Reverend Mr. et 
cum 53. Shower, P. 56. And the Late monde. fn. 
ful Appearances of God for us in Spai O 

and Flanders, have added great Weight 4 

3 + , ++ to 
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x. | 9ught certainly to approve our ſelves 
in the moſt ſingular and eminent 
Manner, 4 People formed for his Praiſe. 
+ | The Language of all our Souls ſhould 
10 be that of the Pſaleriſt, Pſa). CXVI. 
12. What ſhall we render to the Lord 
or Her al his Benefits? Can there be any, 
O proper or expeFed Return as a pre- 
ſent hearty, Reformation, both Perſo- 


b * 


Inal and publick? 
of nnn oj 01.9% lofi. Tiras; 
12. and La ly Al jour Tail and Harris 53. 
171 a 7 49 r W 1 Sheffield4. 9. 
1 Haz ard zn FII1S difficult Work will R, ers 82 
1 1 00%, Hit Rogers 83 
on be over, and jour Reward will be 
Peel exceeding great, ond everlaſting.  O 
Mr let the Views of Heaven by Faith, 
e 2pimate you in your Work, and. 
"I fortify You, under and ' againſt all 
al | PITTS 237 12 N | 1 
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VU C | "can ſuffer in this excell- 
rol ent Cauſe. Tou ſow in "tears, but 
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49. FA, A SERMON fir. he = 


ſhall reap with joy. The Teſtimo- 
ny of Conſcience now is 3 preſent and 
great Reward, butit is hut an Earneſt, 


. of a Jer at Hand. When God“ 


s and Men ſhall receive you 
with aHed Applauſes, and Trium- 
phant Acclamations; and the Re- 
eemer himſelf ſhall not be aſhamed 
fo call you Brethren, any more than 
the Father even nom is to be called 
our Gad. Heb. XI. 16. Then ſhall 
you hear that joyful Enge well done 


good and faithful Servants, enter into 


#he joy of your Lord : Then will the 


2 ſay to them on his right hand, | 
e ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the fü 


Kingdom prepared for you, before the 
Foundation of the World. Mg XXV. 


of thoſe many excellent Coumſelt and 
Direcbions which have been given 


you, for the better Management of 


your 


* 


1 v. I am now 1n the laſt Place, to | 
preſent you with a ſummary Accent mu: 


21, and 34. T What may we not do . 
or faffer, with this bleſſed Hope in Þ 
. * lively View, and grounded Expe- 
ation? [-. 


Nd if Meters. „ at 
| your moſt pecelfary and uſeful Works / 
in order to the ſecuring its Progreſs, 
fand bringing it to its deſired. P Per- 
v1 * | 


1. See to your Seated ir Een, Butgeſs 54 
Contend earneſtly for the Faith once 
delivered Yo the Saints. Jade v. 3. You 
are not indeed to :»poſe your Faith 
upon others, nor to ii Corporal or 
I Pecuniary Mails upon them, becauſe 
they do not believe at o believe, or 
ſay as yon ſav: Bot you are certainly 
5 to hold the Faith of the Goſpel entire 
ind uncorrupt your ſelves; and recom- 
mend it with all the Advantage 
poſſible, unto others Eſpecially, in 
che great Articles of the Trinity in 
Onity 3 God's free Election; Original 
wn , "rectal Redemption > Ffficacions 
Prace; ee bz Fab . without 
he Works of the Law ; and fonal Per- 
ederance. Theſe Doctrines, 28 they 
Fre plainly taught in the Holy Scrip- 
fures, were early own'd in the Pri- 

˖ itive Churches, purged from Romiſn 
h e and ——— by our 

t Reformers, and aſſerted and ex- 
ee 


2 we SE RM ON for the | 
\ plained inthe Articles of the Churchf} 
of England, and Confeſſion of Faithf, 
of hos excellent Divines who (near, 
the middle of the laſt Century) werd 
aſſembled at Weſtminſter > Theſs 
Doctrines, I ſay, are not to be (4 

crificed to the Humour of any; 
7 us who aſfed to innovate] | 
a Always, provided that we both /earcF[ 
and ſpeak the truth in Love. Eph. A u 

15. And ſuffer not our Zeal for thi y 
Faith, to degenerate into bitter En] : 
dying againſt, or groundleſs Suſpicioll ti 
of thoſe who (however agreed with fe 
us in the Subſtance. of ſound Dol v 
Crtrine) may not think fit exactly iq pe 
comply with every Phraſe or Modi 
Expreſſion, which we are vealouf * 
ny; of. Al 
And being thus ound in the Faitſ w 
your ſelves, do what you can to (av Jo 
others from the Infecton of thol ci 

Vluſter as Doctrines which æiniſter to Vice an Co 

| Tremorality;, to its Production, Suꝗ G. 
port, or Spreading. Such are th 26 
Doarines of Infidelity and Liberth 


piſm,which (under 4 4 Diſguiſey 
now ſwarm in the midſt of us. Me ec 
3 | UC f 


4 11 


ch[ſuch have no contenance from us., 
ich neither let us ſo bid hem God ſpred, 
all & to be partakers of their , evil Daadp. * 7 
re 2 — 11. ie! 8 


ei 
{a IT Hold the Miſtery of Faith in a 
pure Conſcience. Walk prudently and 


1 


ate} blameleſly in all things your ſelves. 

rel Let none have juſl Occaſion to take — * 
wi I up that eee againſt Flening 59 
l ou, Phyſettan heal # An un- &9 
2 3 de himſelf m_ = 
gion to the utenoſt juſt Contempt. Be there- Freke 950 
ith fore Sober, Jul, Holy, Temperate ; * 
JC wal wiſely before tu 2 in 4 

iq perfect way. Remember you are as 2 

odd Ci, ſet on 4 bill, which cannot be hid. 

. . lea#t Slips will be magnified, 

and your Falls will harden — 

air} who. will rejoice in them as Blots on 

(avi you, and Pleas for themſelver. Exer- 

hol *5 your ſelves herein to have always a 

an Conſcience void. of Offence, both toward 

Supt God. and toward all Men. Ads XXIV. 

th 90 15 


erth 


ifey .- 3. Let (hed . and Hope Burgeſ 72 


SilveBerg4 
Le encourage, an | cl enflame your Di- 416 51. 


ſuc},o - ligence 


4 * : y | N g | * £ | 5. 0 
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4 A SERMON be 
Spademay, Iigence and Perſeverance in your under. 


6, 19. tale n Work, See that your Hope and 


Ragers 70 4 72 11 that you 
75- Confidence be placed in God, and in; 


PF * 


Burgeſs 745. 4. Expect and prepare for Oppoſition l 
r 45, Diſappointment, and abundance of 


humbline Diſpenſations in the Courſe ol 
your excellent Service. And let notſ . 
ſuch ExpeFation diſcourage, but ra.| 
ther animate you to greater Dili-| 
gence, Zeal, and Conſtancy therein.“ 


Reſolution for God is indiſpenibly| 


neceſſary to carry you thro the dif- 


Ole erg 


cult Work you are engaged in. % 


33 Leng. ae 
s F. Be very conſiderate, and that 


a a 


with Reſpe# to God, your ſelves, and 
tbe Mork before you.  Thoughtleſs]? 


5 7 „ s , ( 
Managements will ſoon ruin all, J 


Be not more forward in acting, thanſ p, 
wiſe and ſtayd in Counſel an.] Delib ye 
ration. You have many es upon}: 


you, but eſpecially Oxe that is more 


than all; the Eye of God continually] 


beholds you: Remember that, and 
lay it to Heart, and you will not, g, 


cannot eaſily do amiſss. in 
a 6. Bel” 


* 


iS 22 of 22 „ 5 
„ 0 1 
nd} 6E. Be unanimons wy toncordaks Sylveſtet © 
I N th your Work Let nothing alienate 47--, 
or divide you from one another. I ning 
Meet frequently to conſult together Reynolds 
m „Jof thoſe Methods which may beſt 35. 
Apromote the Succeſs of your Endea- 
1 ; and let none of you weaken 
the Hands of others by needleſs Ab- 
11 ene on ſuch Occaſions. 
5 7. Be impartial and 54 yet pru- Show 41. 
11 dent. and compaſſionate in puniſhing #2 yp . 
JOfenders, Let Pity and Compaſſ- dealer 
on to poor periſhing Souls, move ybu 15 LE | 
hay in all you do of this Kind, Let the a | 
7 io dreadful Danger of their Caſe deep- Fu Fri 
1 ly affect you. Mourn for the Sins 4 
. Pon endeavour to ſuppreſs. Keep up 
0 a large and warm Charity to the 
"IPerſons' of Offenders; even whilſt 
you with needful Severity paniſh, or 
Mlcontribute to the puniſhing of their = 0 
DIC; WE | 
us rimess. | | 1 
8. Take been of tempting others fo Shwir(d. 
ot, /i, Whatever your Aims or Views 


Be might be; this would be to under 
D ain? 


e 0 
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> the + your own 88 Defi n, ani 

bring a Blot upon your Perſons an E 
Undertakings, benden the Hazarſo 
you run of being drawn into Site 


your ſelves, and taken in 5 owier 


* 
4 > - 
4 


* 


Snare. Would it not be fad whit 
you are trying another's Virtue, t(4 


loſe your own? I hope ſuch Caſcho 
rarely happen, but if ever (tho bu 
once) ſuch a Thing hath fallen on 


the Caution is 201 LA xt, He thalel: 
truſts his own Heart, tho on preten 1 


of trying anothers, the wilE Solo malle 


hath pronounced him A Fool. Pro 
XXVII. 26. . pol 


22 
9. Undinrdbe and une your or Ex 


15 due (i. e. with all po ble) Cat 
tion and CircumſpeFion. See that n' 
walk circumſpectly. Eph. V. 15. Tce 
Reverend Mr. Nilliams hath laid yo 
don a great many uſeful Cautioſ 


and Counſels, ſo ſhort and full, than 
_ is no abridging them. Yoſ# 

y find them in the 56, anP® 
following Pages of his excelle 5 


Sermon. 


Reformation of Manners. | 
anf the pleaſing,” hononring and glorify. f. ina. 
2n&2 of. God. Let all your ndea- Rogers $2, 
zarlours be for Matter and Manner, ex- are o 
Sihreſſive of Zeal for God and the In- 22 : 
owgereſt of Religion. Seek and value 

hil Divine Approbation rather than Hu- 

„ than, and let that content you, tho 

aſchou miſs of this. 
1 


th, elves unto P rayer ; more eſpecially Aon 


-nF$vith Reſpect to your reforming En- Panfrets 1. 
aleavours. Prayer is the great Means 
„pf deriving a Bleſſing upon our Per- 
lons and Undertakings. While Moſes 
Hands are lifted up, Joſbua prevails. 
Ex. XVII. 12. But if Prayer ceaſe, 
or our Fer vency therein flacken, we 
hall ſoon feel the woful Conſequen- 
Thices of our Coldneſs and Neglect. 

ON - a | | | | 
A 12. Do not only take Pains, venture 
han Danger, but be willing alſo to be at 
7 ofCharge to promote the Succeſs of what 
anon are engag d in. Serve not the Lord 
fen with that which coſt you nothing, If 

Noah had refuſed to be at = as 


Li 


well 


ou} 11. Be very prajerful. Give your Flmningss. 


10. Let Jour 4 nds and Aims bepure Alſo)52. © 


. 
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and as fondly as they are admired 


Rogers mewell as take Pains in preparing an 


Y SERMON: for the. * 


Ark, he and His Family had periſnd 
in the Flood. Riches (as inan 7 
as ſome covet them for themſelves. un 
FY. 


by others, for having obtain'd them) [gt 
are the moſt deſpicable of all out- 

ward Exjo1ments, if not laid out 7 4 
doing Good: And you will hardly |p; 


fda a better Way of employingthem, |; 


than this we are now e you | 


Tongs. ad fm him.” This will e you |, 


= 
Fre- 
Eber 445 I, 


unto. Fw 


| Do oh 5s | the Naw f zeſar; | 


baking unto him, and deriving Strength 


with right Principles for your 
Work ; teach you to matiage. it 
„in the moſt becoming Manner; 
draw down Grace ſufficient for the l. 
Day z and thus your -Endeavours | 
will - ſandtified, and accepted of 
God; it will alſo greatlyencour- 
age your. Hopes of Succeſs, and 
that your Labour TOE not Li in en Wn 
in 1 Lord. EY 
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Reformation of Mannere. 4 
1 | Laſtly. Aſeribe your Succeſſes wholly Fre? 524 
Y unta God. Say with the Pſalmiſt, 
” [Pſal. CXV. 1. Nat unto us Lord, not | 
» lunto us, but unto thy Name give Gla- | 
t ry. The beſt of you in this, or any J 
) lother good Work, is but (as a pious | 
> Perſon expreſs'd it in his own Caſe, 

2 [when near his End) a Pen; and what 4 

7 [Praiſe is due to a Pen? It zs God "= 

„ [that worketh in us both to will and to do. f 
Phil. II. 13. He is the Author of all, we 

are but ſorry ercoked Inſtruments. 1 

conclude therefore with the Apoſtles. _ 

Doxology, Rom. XI. 36. For of 

3 through him, and to him are 

u Things ʒ to whom bs Glory for ever: 

r Amen. ere 81 of 
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